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Simeon Manibusan Palomo 
Experiences at the 11th Festival of Pacific Arts 

July 1-14, 2012, Honiara, Solomon Islands 
 

It has been a memorable experience for me at the 11th Festival of Pacific Arts in Honiara, Solomon 

Islands.  To be part of the 130+ Guam delegation was an honor, representing our island of Guam and the 

Chamorro culture.  Here are highlights from my personal involvements. 

s/Simeon M. Palomo 

 
Literary Arts 

Storytelling – I, along with the Ginen I Hila’ I Maga’taotao Siha members, recited stories of Guam at 

three venues: the Panatina Pavilion; Outdoor Auditorium; and the Pasifika Stage at the festival grounds.   

Literary Publications – In addition to coordinating the literary publications, I and the storytelling 

members manned the table at the Guam hut.  Festival participants learned much about Guam and the 

Chamorro culture as the storytelling group answered questions from people who perused the books and 

stories.  My book tropical art, GUAM was part of the literary publications. Attached is the list of literary 

publications brought to the festival. 

Theater – I was a stagehand for the play “Tetehnan”, which was performed at the National Auditorium 

in front of a packed crowd. 

Creative Arts 

Film – I coordinated the film submissions for Guam.  The films were screened at the National 

Auditorium.  Attached is the film schedule. 

Photography – I had 4 prints from tropical art, GUAM displayed at the FOPA Photo Exhibit in the USP 

Mokolo Building.  Attached is a picture of the exhibit. 

Demonstrations and Exhibitions 

Floral Art – I demonstrated once at the Guam hut and then everyday at the FOPA Floral Hut.  I along 

with florists from other islands also created arrangements for the St. Barnabas Anglican Church, as a 

FOPA sanctioned event.  Interest in my tropical art was documented by two newspaper articles in the 

Solomon Star (one article is attached). 

Fashion Pageant – I wore a Guam 1819 costume replica, loaned by the Guam Museum, for the National 

Wear night.  On the second night, I helped prepare the Guam delegates for the Contemporary Wear. 

Other activities: 

Holy Cross Catholic Church - a Guam contingent attended Sunday services, welcomed enthusiastically by 

the parishioners; 2 Chamorro songs were sung by the Guam group after communion at both services.  

The 14-day experience contained many more memories, but these are some of the highlights. 



  

Literary publications 

displayed at the Guam hut. 

The Insular Empire screened 

at the National Auditorium. 

Tetehnan play presented at 

the National Auditorium. 



  

FOPA Photo Exhibit at the 

USP Mokolo Building. 

Saint Barnabas Anglican Church 

Holy Cross Catholic Church 



  



~ LITERARY PUBLICATIONS ~ 

Poetry (Indigenous and foreign language) 

Book - poetry Craig Santos Perez Hacha – from Unincorporated Territory  Yes 1 

Book - poetry Craig Santos Perez Saina – from Unincorporated Territory  Yes 1 
Short stories & Novels (Based on Pacific Island themes) 

Book - anthology Dr. Matilda Rivera and Lois Taitano 
Gumataotao 

Our Native Daughters’ Reflection of Guam and its 
People 

 Yes 1 

Book - anthology Tanya Taimanglo Attitude 13 $20 (140.97 
SBD)  

Yes 5 

Book - anthology Michael Bevacqua et al Chamoru Childhood  Yes 1 

Book – children’s Carlene Okiyama Guam 123s  Yes 1 

Book – children’s  Eddie L.G. Benavente Si Isa yan Nåpu  Yes 1 

Book – children’s Maria Borja Dooley Bunita the Bat  Yes 1 

Book - fiction Baltazar B. Aguon I Dos Amantes  Yes 1 

Book – fiction Guampedia Chamorro Folktales  Yes 1 

Book - fiction Tanya Chargualaf Taimanglo Sirena - A Mermaid Legend from Guam $15 (105.72 
SBD)  

Yes 5 

Book – fiction Department of Chamorro Affairs Hemplon Nana Siha $15 (105.72 
SBD) 

Yes 5 

Book – fiction Peter R. Onedera CHeffla gi I Manglo $12 (84.58 SBD Yes 5 

Book - fiction Alison Taimanglo Cuasay Tasi & Matina $15 (105.72 
SBD)  

Yes 5 

Book - novel Stephen Tenorio An Ocean In A Cup $12 (84.58 
SBD) 

Yes 5 

Non-fiction (documentaries, biographies, journals etc) 

Manual/Guidebook William Edwin Safford Useful Plants of Guam  Yes 1 

Manual/Guidebook Katherine Bordallo Aguon Chamorro A Complete Course of Study  Yes 1 

Manual/Guidebook Department of Chamorro Affairs Official Chamorro-English Dictionary  Yes 1 

Manual/Guidebook Donald M. Topping, Pedro M. Ogo, 
Bernadita C. Dungca 

Chamorro-English Dictionary  Yes 1 

Menu Katherine Bordallo Aguon An Invitation to Chamorro Recipes  Yes 1 

Menu Guam Visitors Bureau Maila ta fan Boka (Come, Let’s Eat)  Yes 1 

Magazine/Journal Keith Camacho Amerasia Journal 37:3 Transoceanic Flows $15 (105 SBD)  Yes 5 

Book – floral Simeon Palomo tropical art, GUAM $40 (281.93 
SBD)  

Yes 5 

Book – historical Judy Flores Estorian Inalahan $40 (281.93 
SBD)  

Yes 5 

Book – historical Antonio M. Palomo An Island In Agony $20 (140.97 
SBD) 

Yes 5 

Book - historical Department of Chamorro Affairs I Hinanao-ta $10 (70.48 
SBD) 

Yes 5 

Book - historical Department of Chamorro Affairs Hinasso’: Tinige Put Chamorro $25 (176.21 
SBD) 

Yes 1 

Book – non fiction Peter R. Onedera Gi I Tilu Grådu $12 (84.58 
SBD) 

Yes 5 

Book – non fiction Jillette Leon Guerrero Seeing Guam Through Our Eyes  Yes 1 

Book - pictorial Norbert R. (Bert) Unpingco Portrait of Guam U.S.A. $90 (634.35 
SBD) 

Yes 1 

Book - pictorial Norbert R. (Bert) Unpingco Portrait of Guam U.S.A. Vol. II $90 (634.35 
SBD) 

Yes 1 

Stage, radio and film scripts from Pacific writers 

Script Peter R. Onedera Manmayute (Abandoned) $10 (70.48 
SBD) 

Yes 3 

Script Peter R. Onedera CHinatsaga $10 (70.48 
SBD) 

Yes 3 

Script Peter R. Onedera Kandålu $10 (70.48 
SBD) 

Yes 2 

Script Peter R. Onedera Ai Hagå-Hu $10 (70.48 
SBD) 

Yes 3 

Script Peter R. Onedera Nasarinu $10 (70.48 
SBD) 

Yes 3 
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Guam submissions for FOPA Film Festival, Solomon Islands !
DOCUMENTARY 

Name of Film: “The Insular Empire. America in the Mariana Islands” 
Running Time: 57 minutes 
Genre: Documentary Feature 
Original Language: English 
Language of subtitles available: none 
Production Company: Horse Opera Productions 
Producer: Vanessa Warheit 
Director: Vanessa Warheit 
Description: The Insular Empire is a one-hour PBS documentary about America’s colonies in the 
western Pacific. Six thousand miles west of California, the Mariana Islands include the U.S. 
Territory of Guam and the U.S. Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (or CNMI). 
Although most Americans don’t believe the US is an empire, by many standards, these “insular 
areas” are American colonies. And most Americans know nothing about them. (quote from film’s 
official website) 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 !

SHORT FILMS MADE FOR CHILDREN 
Name of Film: “Plants and Animals” 
Running Time: 15 minutes 
Genre: Short film documentary for children 
Original Language: Chamorro 
Language of subtitles available: none 
Production Company: Powerhouse Productions 
Producer: Guam Community College 
Director: Fermina Sablan 
Description: This short film educates children with plants and animals in the Chamorro language. 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 !
Name of Film: “Freskon Månnok” 
Running Time: 3 minutes 
Genre: Short film documentary for children 
Original Language: Chamorro 
Language of subtitles available:  
Production Company:  
Producer: Students of the Pacific Islanders in Communications 2007 Micronesian Filmmakers’ 
Workshop in Guam 
Director: students in group effort 
Description: This short film presents the process for preparing a fresh chicken for a meal; the 
different parts of the chicken are described in the Chamorro language. 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 

mailto:paletaguam@yahoo.com
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SHORT FILMS (EITHER FICTION OR DOCUMENTARY) 
Name of Film: “Lina’la’ Lusong” 
Running Time: 4 minutes 
Genre: Short film documentary 
Original Language: Chamorro 
Language of subtitles available: English 
Production Company:  
Producer: Students of the Pacific Islanders in Communications 2011 Micronesian Filmmakers’ 
Workshop in Guam 
Director: students in group effort 
Description: This short film links the historical survival of the lusong (stone mortar) with the 
survival of the Chamorro people, as being strong and being loving must be intertwined and 
practiced in order to survive any adversity. 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 !
Name of Film: “Fino Haya” 
Running Time: 15 minutes 
Genre: Short film documentary 
Original Language: Chamorro 
Language of subtitles available: English 
Production Company: Powerhouse Productions 
Producer: Guam Community College 
Director: Fermina Sablan 
Description: This short film recalls current efforts to revive the ancient Chamorro language, 
called Fino Haya, through chanting, such as at a funeral, a love song, or with children. 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 !
Name of Film: "I Tinituhon" (The Beginning) 
Running Time: 6 minutes 
Original Language: English & Chamorro 
Language of subtitles available: English 
Production Company: Fiesta Table Group on behalf of Guampedia Foundation 
Producer: Rita Nauta & Baltazar Aguon 
Director: Rita Nauta & Baltazar Aguon 
Description: This short film narrative documents the ancient Chamorro's creation myth and what 
it teaches of Guam's indigenous people. !
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 !!

mailto:paletaguam@yahoo.com
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ALTERNATE FILM SUBMISSIONS !
SHORT FILMS (EITHER FICTION OR DOCUMENTARY) 
Name of Film: "Chanting Through Time" 
Running Time: 7 minutes 
Genre: Documentary Feature 
Original Language: English 
Language of subtitles available:  
Production Company: University of Guam students in Modern Pacific History class 
Producer: Ana Cornwell, Brandon Cruz, Stephanie Flores, and JamieLynn Mantanona 
Description: This short film exposes the cultural importance of the chant, even as it evolved 
through colonial times and with the introduction of organized religion. 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 !
Name of Film: “Cultural Odyssey” 
Running Time: 2 minutes 
Genre: Short film documentary 
Original Language: English 
Language of subtitles available:  
Production Company: Taotao Mona Productions & Big Guelo’ Productions 
Producer: Dave Sablan 
Director: Dave Sablan 
Description: This short film shows footage from the 2008 FOPA in American Samoa, in the 
island of Rota, and from other Micronesian destinations. 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560 !
Name of Film: “Lieweila: A Micronesian Story” 
Running Time:  
Genre:  
Original Language:  
Language of subtitles available:  
Production Company:  
Producer: Beret E. Strong & Cinta M. Kaipat 
Director:  
Description: "Lieweila" is the storyof the Refalawasch, an ancient Micronesian culture. Known 
for navigating vast distances guided only by the stars and the swellsof the sea, this resourceful 
people now faces the challengeof cultural survival. Colonized over the past 150 years by Spain, 
Germany, Japan, and now the United States, these newly naturalized U.S. citizens are struggling 
with rapid development and a massive influxof tourists and foreign workers. In "Lieweila", the 
Refalawasch tell their story for the first time and explore how to preserve "Tipiyeew", their 
ancestors' spiritof one-mind, one-voice, and one-heart, in their changing world. 
Contact details for arranging screener and exhibition files: Simeon M. Palomo; 
paletaguam@yahoo.com; 671-482-2560
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